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When it came time to build the stake center, Hal was an assistant professor 
of Civil and Construction Engineering. Sam Bailey was looking for someone 
to represent the local church in engineering decisions with the project 
contractors who were to be hired by the church headquarters. The name that 
came to him was Hal Pritchett. Hal was receptive to the idea but needed to get 
approval from his boss, Fred Burgess, head of the Engineering Department at 
OSU.  Professor Burgess granted his approval, with the proviso that work on 
the project not interfere with his classroom instruction. 

So Hal became the local church representative on the project.  He and 
Norma drove to Idaho and met with the Construction Superintendent, an 
experienced individual who had built several stake centers for the church.  Hal 
remembers this man as a talented whittler, also.  When not working on the 
project, he was often whittling away at a piece of balsa wood, creating intricate 
fans and other carved objects.  

Hal recalls the early morning meetings.  They were usually held on Monday morning at 7:00 a.m..  There, 
many decisions about the coming week were made regarding the building.  Serving with Hal on this committee 
were a group of men from the stake including Max Williams, the agent bishop who oversaw many details. Hal 
received a small honorarium for his professional guidance on the committee. Hal remembers that these early 
meetings always started with a prayer.  The other members of the committee thought that Hal would make a 
great member of the church. They often joked that they were building a font in the new stake center especially 
for Hal and called it “Hal’s bathtub.”  Although Hal did not join the church, he enjoyed working on the project 
and rubbing shoulders with the members of the local congregation. Professor Burgess was also proud of his 
work and would often tell others that Hal was involved in the building of the LDS Stake Center.

One of Hal’s fondest memories is of the involvement of the local members.  He recalls how people would 
arrive on Friday night and Saturday morning to clean up the sawdust, sweep the floors, pick up the garbage, 
and have the place sparkling clean, in readiness for the Monday morning work crew.  Those workers remarked 
that they were impressed how clean and orderly the site was in comparison to other projects, thanks to these 
volunteers who made sure it was picked up each week.

Camp Alpine Established as a Place of Recreation and Learning for Stake Youth

Stake members involved in the creation of Camp Alpine, or those privy to the developments connected 
with it, continue to bear witness of the Lord in His superintending providence acting as the prime mover in the 
undertaking. What began as a search effort, initiated by Stake President Samuel H. Bailey in 1965, to secure 
property that would be suitable to serve as a site of recreational events for youth and family, progressed to 
combine the talents and resources of a number of inspired participants in the endeavor. Many thus prompted to 
contribute to the effort were, of course, members of the Church, though others were not. 

The initial search, however, yielded no viable prospects, and little, of itself, in the way of hope, as the 
business of locating property suited to the proposed uses was one involving years of unfruitful exertion in 
Benton, Linn, Lane, and Lincoln Counties from 1965 to 1967. But though the effort had seemed fruitless, the 
members were not faithless, and a lively anticipation of faith rewarded was awakened in them when the tide 
turned suddenly in their favor. The preliminary stages of the project had not seemed promising, but, as Brother 
Henry H. Rampton recorded in his history of Camp Alpine:

Then, chains of past and present events linked to encircle a choice parcel of land and draw it to us. 
Russell Banks had worked as a sawyer and sawmill operator in the mid-1950s for Ira Malcom and C.B. 
Reader. When Elisabeth Nielson, Stake Young Women's President, and Russell’s wife, Ione Banks, were 
searching for a place for girl’s summer camp, Russell remmebered the locality where he had worked for 
Malcom and Reader. The recollection awakened his immediate interest, and one memorable day in 1967, 
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Russell and Ione led the Nielsons to the rural residence of Ira and Agnes Malcom on Rainbow Creek near 
the town of Alpine, Oregon [from which the camp derives its name]. They explained the purpose of their 
visit, and in the ensuing conversation they learned that Ira Malcom had dreamed of devoting his property 
to the enjoyment and development of young people. He expressed a willingness to sell all, or part, of his 
property to the Church for the purposes they had discussed. 

The dream of Ira Malcom had evidently been a literal one, as he is reported to have said: “I have had a 
dream that my property was to be used some day as a youth camp.” And Russell Banks knew of no property 
better suited to that end, as the fond memory of its idyllic surroundings had lingered with him since his time as a 
sawmill operator there in the decade previous. 

All of this transpired as the effort to construct a stake center in Corvallis was also under way, with all the 
pressing financial demands that that project made of the members being keenly felt. Mr. Malcom stated the 
price for his 412-acre property at $300 per acre, though subsequent discussions concluded only the northernmost 
127.5 acres to be desirable for the purposes intended. This section of the property featured diverse attractions, 
including meadow and timber land, a log pond, and two small streams, Rainbow Creek and Rambo Creek. The 
proposed area was officially appraised by Warren Bolles of the Albany Ward, who pronounced the $300 price 
per acre to be reasonable and acceptable, and generously donated his $300 appraisal fee to the program, thus 
becoming purchaser of the property's first acre. 

The next phase of acquisition involved Elder G. LaMont Richards, Regional Representative, personally 
inspecting the Malcom property. Upon approving the site, Elder Richards submitted the proposal of acquisition 
to Church headquarters in Salt Lake City. Brother Henry Rampton’s history recounts how the apportionment of 
funds was determined, after these initial measures had been taken, as follows:

Thus prepared, on May 23, 1968, the Corvallis Oregon Stake submitted to the Church Committee for 
Expenditures our application to acquire real estate, and a request for a loan to purchase 130 acres from 
Ira Malcom, and to make certain improvements thereon. Both requests were approved on June 8, 1968. The 
total amount of the loan was $40,155, of which $39,000 was for purchase of the property, and $1,155 for 
essential improvements. The Church also gave a grant of $1,000 to be used for other improvements.

A warranty deed for the property was issued by Ira and Agnes Malcom to the Corporation of the Presiding 
Bishopric of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints officially on July 22, 1968. By the first day of 

October that same year, the money was paid to the Malcoms and the title officially transferred to the Church. As 
Brother Rampton recalled of this time:

We were then free to proceed with development of the land for our purposes, and acknowledged the hand 
of the Lord in finding and obtaining this excellent tract of land.

Among the many names appearing throughout the annals of Corvallis stake history, that of Adrian Wilcox 
from Lebanon is given as the one who first undertook to make improvements on the Camp Alpine property. 

Camp Alpine pond
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Putting to use the heavy earth-moving equipment of his business, Brother Wilcox cleared logs and stumps 
from the channel of Rambo Creek in the old log pond dam. Stumps and other debris from logging were to be 
removed from the thick pond mud so that the pond could be used for fishing, swimming, and boating. 

One monumental project connected with the improvement effort at Camp Alpine, and the obligation to 
repay the debt contracted by the stake for its acquisition, was the planting of a 20-acre Christmas tree plot under 
the expert direction of stake high council member and OSU forestry professor, John F. Bell. Brother Bell had 
also done some of the surveying work to establish the boundaries of the camp for the Church. Even with the 
leadership and expertise of Professor Bell to draw upon, as the autobiography of Boyd D. Nash relates:

For 5-6 years we struggled to prepare the trees for sale, and frankly were losing the battle using only 
untrained, donated church labor. Hoping to salvage something from our years of effort, we offered the trees 
to a local Christmas tree farmer, Bob Sievers, who could take over the final year or two to prepare them for 
market.

Despite such apparently bleak prospects as these, however, stake members would once again be pleased to 
witness and acknowledge the providential guidance of the Lord in prompting even individuals who were not 
members of the Church to render needed assistance to the project. Brother Nash continues to describe their 
negotiations with Mr. Sievers:

The camp committee, of which I was a member, met with him in the high council room at the stake 
center, where President Bailey explained how we attained the property, and what our purposes were for 
the camp. We hoped he would offer us, and we think he was prepared to offer $10,000 for the trees as they 
stood. However, much to our amazement he explained that he had been deeply moved from hearing the 
story of how Camp Alpine came to be acquired, and the purposes and goals for the camp. “I will give 
you”—and then he paused for a long time—“$20,000 for the 20 acres of small Christmas trees.” Later that 
day the committee knelt in gratitude for the goodness of God in helping the stake obtain the funds needed to 
complete our repayment to the Church. 

Brother Dar Reese was another stalwart supporter of Camp Alpine from its very inception, calling it the 
finest location in all of his Scouting experience. Under his direction, a concrete spillway was constructed by 
work crews gathered from the various wards throughout the stake. 

Individual camp sites on the property were named after prominent Church historical sites such as Cumorah, 
Harmony, Sharon, Palmyra, Liberty, and Deseret. 

Stake members were kept abreast of developments 
as the work of construction and improvement at Camp 
Alpine was under way by means of The Camp Alpine 
Advocate, which was a monthly mimeographed news 
bulletin issued by the camp committee under the 
direction of the stake presidency to report on the plans, 
personnel, progress, and needs of the camp project. The 
first issue was dated September 1971, and throughout 
the six years from that time leading up to the official 
dedication of Camp Alpine, supporters were supplied 
with the latest information on how work at the site 
was unfolding. Through this means, also, an increase 
of support was garnered, as successes continued to be 
evident. 

Calling of a Quorum of Seventy in Corvallis 

The 417th Quorum of Seventy was organized in S. Dilworth Young


